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UM ALUM WINS FIRST 
PLACE IN TEACHING CONTEST
MISSOULA--
Mrs. S. Louise Thomas, a first grade teacher at Prescott Grade School in Missoula 
and an alumna of the University of Montana has won first prize in The Instructor magazine 
Anniversary Awards for Innovations Competitions. The award carries a $750 prize.
i
Mrs. Thomas, who received her bachelor's degree in 1961 and her master's in 1966, 
both from UM, was awarded the prize for her plan called "Listening Mothers."
Listening Mothers is a method of instruction designed by Mrs. Thomas to provide 
additional language development opportunities for her first grade pupils. Aided by two 
volunteer mothers, Mrs. Thomas enables each of her students to spend two short periods 
a week with an adult discussing books read by the student.
The pupils are asked about the book, the characters and story and whether they 
enjoyed it. According to The Instructor, students are stimulated to read and reading 
becomes a priveledge.
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